Pastor Kirk Balius EFC Huntington Beach May 24, 200
Series: Belonging to Jesus

Belonging to Jesus: “Celebrate and Endure”
Romans 5:1-11 and 8:18-39

Last week | introduced a plan to help us becomeertike Jesus. This plan is an important guide
to focus our thinking and our living. The plan ksdike this:

* Look at the cross: Remember and Celebrate thes@iod your Conversion

= Look to the Kingdom

* Be empowered by the Spirit

* Follow Jesus, arm in arm with each other

* Reach the World
Last week we focused on “looking at the cross.” &scribed this as remembering and
celebrating what took place at the cross when Ctigsl for us and what took place at our
conversion. This week let’s “look to the Kingdomarid see how that changes our lives.
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Day by Day in the Word

“Day by Day in the Word” is a tool we use to hekpin the process of becoming more and more
like Jesus and ultimately to bring glory to GocheTbiblical principle is: The Spirit of God uses
the Word of God to bring about Christlikeness.

Monday-Tuesday

Read Romans 5:1-11 and identify everything youatawut Jesus Christ. For example, in
Romans 5:1 we have peace with God through JesustClivhat else can you discover?
What does the word “boast” mean in this contexé2 Bomans 5:2, 3, 11. Other
translations have: rejoice, exult, and “shoutautpraise.” There is an emphasis on
gladness, worship, and praise. What kind of bngss wrong and what kind is right?
Share with someone what you've learned today. tleelooking to the cross and

looking to the Kingdom today.

Wednesday-Thursday

How would you distinguish “Peace with God” (John2ZI4 Romans 5:1; Colossians
1:20) from the “Peace of God (Philippians 4:7; J&abr83; Galatians 5:22-23)? How
does our culture define peace and how is thisrdiffiefrom biblical peace? How does
“peace with God” come about? How does the “pe&c&onl” come about?

Practice sharing with someone how you find peatke @od and then share with them
how you find peace of God. What can you do todagxperience the peace of God?

Friday-Saturday

Read Romans 8:18-39. How would you distinguigh“firesent sufferings” from the
future glory? What does “groaning” mean on thd pacreation and on our part? How
does this help us to persevere as well as waitrlg&g&Vhat does it look like in real life?
What observations can you make from Romans 8:31\8®t can you celebrate from
this passage? How would it impact your worshigofl? Spend some time alone with
the Lord today with this passage, allowing himhage your heart with these truths.



