Pastor Kirk Balius EFC Huntington Beach April 11, 2010
Series: Lost and Found

Lost and Found: “l Matter to God”
Luke 15:11-24

Luke 15: The Parable of the Prodigal Son

X And he said, “There was a man who had two sisnd the younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property thaoming to me.” And he divided his property
between them'> Not many days later, the younger son gathereleafiad and took a journey
into a far country, and there he squandered hiseptg in reckless living** And when he had
spent everything, a severe famine arose in thattcpuand he began to be in ne&dSo he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens ot &t@untry, who sent him into his fields to feed
pigs.'® And he was longing to be fed with the pods thatplys ate, and no one gave him
anything.

17«But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How mahyng father’s hired servants have more
than enough bread, but | perish here with huntferwill arise and go to my father, and | will
say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heamehbefore you® | am no longer worthy to be
called your son. Treat me as one of your hiredases/” '*° And he arose and came to his
father. But while he was still a long way off, fisgher saw him and felt compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed hifh And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinneairasi heaven
and before you. | am no longer worthy to be cajledr son.’?? But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and puatnithim, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on
his feet** And bring the fattened calf and kil it, and let @at and celebraté.For this my son
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, amolisd.” And they began to celebrate.

Jesus
Sinners Pharisees
(Eating together)
Younger Son Older Son

1. Both are lost. Both need to be found. Both need
to repent. God extends grace to both.

2. After we are found, we tend to fall back into
the lifestyle of the group out of which we came.

3. The longer I’'m a Christian, the easier it gets to act
like the older son in public, and the younger son

at home.
Proverbs 1-9
Wise :> Simple Fool
Parent Mocker

| want money how.

1 will exploit anyone to get it. (broken relationships)
| don’t want any guidance or any boundaries.

I have no plans, other than my personal pleasure.

PN~




View of Father

Someone Master Father:

to exploit --compassion
--grace
--restore

Day by Day in the Word

“Day by Day in the Word” is a tool we use to heipthe transformation process in which the Spirit of
God uses the Word of God to bring about Christldsan

Monday-Tuesday

* Read Luke 15:11-24. What observations can you rabket the “younger son” and
about the “father”? In what way does the younger gicture the “sinners” in verses 1-
2? A typical picture of “younger brothers” in thatlture would portray them as lazy,
irresponsible, covetous, and greedy. In what wagsdhe “younger son” fit this cultural
picture?

» Jesus was answering the criticism of the Pharigbest why he ate with sinners. In
what way is this parable an answer to that criti¢ls

* The younger son goes to a “distant country.” Wiaas this show about his distancing
himself from the father?

* Is this a part of your background? In what wayddibgs lifestyle continue to influence
you? What are you doing to turn away from it aoiébfv the Lord? What do you need
to trust God for that will help you to turn fromigHifestyle and to follow Jesus?

Wednesday-Thursday

* Read Luke 15:11-24. What does the son begin tgreze? What do you think it means
that “he came to himself’ or “he came to his seiséd&/hat problem does he deal with?
What is his plan of action?

* From this parable, what do you find out about “répace”? What does repentance look
like for the younger son? It might be helpful bk the word up in a Bible Dictionary or
in your Study Bible.

* Are there areas of your life that you need to r&penhis is more than mere words and
more than just will-power. | begin to realize thian sick” and “I can’t heal myself.”
Further, “I have no claims on God.” “I can onlyyrepon His mercy and compassion.”

Friday-Saturday
* Read Luke 15:11-24. What observations can you rabket the father and how does
this picture portray God? What other observaticars you make from the following
passages about God’s character? See Luke 11:Ael1B2a21-34.
* How can this parable help you to develop your usta@ding of who God is and how He
works in our lives? Share with someone what yol€agning and the changes coming
about in your life.



