Pastor Kirk Balius EFC Huntington Beach

March 1, 209
Series: Sticking with the Mission

Sticking with the Mission: “Loving One Another”
John 13:31-35 and 15:12-15

We've begun this year by working through our miesitatement. A mission statement gives direction
and focuses our future. It provides guidelinesdfecision making and inspires unity. Our mission

statement has at the center: “glorify God.” Wehis in three primary ways—loving God, loving each
other, and reaching our world. This morning wegomg to focus our attention on what “loving one

another” looks like. We need to identify the pattef love in the Bible and later look at how weca
serve one another and do good deeds for one another
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Biblical Pattern of Love

* The Father loves the Son and the Son loves andsdbeyrather. (John 17:23; John 8:29)

* The Father and the Son love the disciples. (1 dob®, 19; John 15:12) The Spirit
empowers the disciples to love (Galatians 5:22R&8nans 5:5).

* The disciples love the Father and the Son. (Maitth2:37-38; John 15:12-15; 1 John 4:7-
21) Their love is evidenced is obedience. (Johd3, 21, 23) Obedience is summarized by
the command to “Love one another.” (John 13:341312; Romans 13:8-10; Galatians
5:14)

* The disciples are to love their enemies. (Matthe#8-48)

* The disciples’ love for each other is a testimamyhe world. (John 13:35)

Day by Day in the Word

“Day by Day in the Word” is a tool we use to helpin the process of becoming more and more like
Jesus and ultimately to bring glory to God. Thdibal principle is: The Spirit of God uses the W of
God to bring about Christlikeness.

Monday-Tuesday

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. What were the Corambiseeking and what was Paul’s
“most excellent way”? (1 Corinthians 12:31) WHaes Paul say about the following
gifts in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (tongues, propheaythf, give) with regard to love?

Identify the various characteristics of love in @rfdthians 13:4-7. Choose two of them
and work on a clear definition which you can shaith another person. Be sure to use a
Bible Dictionary or a good Study Bible. Identifp®or two areas where you can practice
these characteristics of love and make a plan tinato Be sure to have someone hold
you accountable.

Wednesday-Thursday

Frida

Read 1 John 4:7-21. What is the relationship betw&od’s love and our love for one
another? We know that God loves us. We knowwuleaare to love others. But we also
know that we can’t love others in our own streng8a how can we love others?

Identify various ways that our church can expréstove for God and for one another.
What can you do today that would help bring thatua®

Learning to love begins with our insides, respogdmGod'’s love, and continues as we
learn to see needs in others. What physical, emaiti spiritual needs can you identify in
others? In love, how can you help to meet thesesfe

y-Saturday

Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9, focusing on v. 5, and liast19:18. You will find these
verses quoted as the Great Commandment in MattBe34-20; Mark 12:28-31. Try to
distinguish the differences between the Greek werds phileo, andagapao.

What does it mean to love God with your heart, saatl mind?

What does it look like to love your neighbor? Rgré Luke 10:25-37 would be of help.
Identify one or two neighbors whom you could lokiestweek and begin doing just that.
Share what you're doing with a friend and bringstnéndividuals before the Lord.



