Pastor Kirk Balius EFC Huntington Beach December 6, 2009
Series: Job

How to Prepare for and Endure Suffering and Pain
The Book of Job

“You are lying in a hospital bed, kept alive adiéilly by tubes of plastic spilling from your armdnose.
A killer tornado has destroyed everything you owdl. you've worked for—your house, car, savings
account—has disappeared forever. Your family dat#ah, you have no visitors except some rather
cranky neighbors. You are barely hanging on &’lifPhilip YanceyWhereis God When It Hurts? A
Comforting, Healing Guide For Coping With Hard Times (Zondervan), 96.

1. Let’s identify the problem:_Is God Reliable? Qadrust Him?
(Psalm 1, 73; Job 21:7; Jeremiah 12:1-4)

2. Seek to grow in your “Fear of the Lotd
(Job 1:1-5, 8; 2:3; Job 28; Psalm 1, 73; Proverbs/)

3. Recognizethe
(Job 1:6-2:10; Ephesians 6:10-12; Revelation 12:10)

Satan People are righteous because they believe Glbdwake them prosperous. Jobis a
pretender—He worships God because God gives hifin stu

4. Listen with discernment to the comfort/advice of friends.
(Job 3-37; See Luke 13:1-5; John 9:1-5)

Friends Suffering is due to personal sin. NOTE: This ba true, but isn’t necessarily true.
Jobi He insists on his innocence, and demands an thatgeexplanation from God.

Elihu: Job was sinning (in an attitude of pride) beeaus was suffering. Elihu put his finger on
Job’s wrong attitude of complaining against God13334:17) and suggested that Job humble
himself before God (33:27; 36:21; 37:24), who igegeign and just.

5. your self
(Job 38-42)

Principle: The way to deal with suffering is




TheProblem of Evil: If God is all-powerful and all-loving, how cahere be evil in the world?

1. Evidence for the Existence of GotlVe find “the cosmological, teleological, anda@giical
arguments for the existence of God; that the Gadrileed by those arguments is the God of the
Bible; that the Bible is a trustworthy documenttbist terms of its manuscript authority, authorship,
and content; that God reveals Himself to humarsugdin prophecies which are verified by miracles;
that the resurrection of Jesus was an actual ldat@vent which authenticated Jesus’ claim of
divinity, His message of salvation, and His abitiyreveal the will of God.” PowelChristian
Apologetics, 345.

2. Role of Human FreedamHumans were created by an all-knowing, all-pamgerand all-benevolent
God as free moral agents. Each human has théyabilthoose evil as well as good, with genuine
punishment for disobedience. God may have crahtetpotential” for evil, but humans made it
“actual.” | understand this as “compatibilistieédom” which understands freedom in a sense not
inconsistent with God having rendered certain vibvéd happen.

3. Definition of Good and Evil Good is to be defined in relationship to thd aild being of God, that
is, good glorifies Him, fulfills His will, and coofms to His nature. See Romans 8:28-29. We are
not the best judges of good and evil, God is. Beduperior knowledge and wisdom. Further, we
need to include the dimension of time and recogthiaesome experience evil for a short term, but in
the long run a much greater good will be experidncgee Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:17,
Hebrews 12:2; 1 Peter 1:6-7.

Day by Day in theWord

“Day by Day in the Word” is a tool we use to helpin the process of becoming more and more like
Jesus and ultimately to bring glory to God. THhdibal principle is: The Spirit of God uses the W of
God to bring about Christlikeness.

M onday-Tuesday

* Read the first of God’s two speeches in Job 38:2-40d Job’s response in Job 40:3-5.

* As background, identify what Job wanted in relatinip to God: Job 9:33; 13:22; 16:19-20;
31:55. Why is it important that God’s name, LOREs used here?

* What characteristics of God do you discover? Hawlha you describe Job’s response?
What is Job learning about God and how does thaa@# his thinking?

* What have you learned from this and how does thid la@nt you to respond to His truth?
Share this with one other person.

Wednesday-Thur sday

* Read the second of God’s two speeches in Job 403t4nd Job’s response in Job 42:1-6.

* What characteristics of God do you discover? Hawla you describe Job’s response?
What is Job learning about God and how does thaa@# his thinking?

* What have you learned from this and how does thid la@nt you to respond to His truth?
Share this with one other person.

Friday-Saturday

* What do you learn from the following verses thalt ielp you deal with present suffering?
See Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:17; Hebrews 12F&ter 1:6-7.

* What do you find out about Christ and sufferingiirthe following verses? Hebrews 12:2;
11:26; Philippians 2:5-8; 1 Peter 5:1, 10. What@ples can you apply to your life today?




